Finishing up

Unusual school here
to graduate 1st class

By LARRY FOWLER
Clizen S2afl Wriler
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School reaches kids

no one else can reach
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he added. “If a student has an X" prob-
bem bat the school is only equipped to han-

dle “B" g the kid doesn't have a
'Chntl kids can't comceniraie on

m verbs wiith this
h:lml of turrm:dt Yiou have

get involved in the perml lives of the
studemts."

Tidwell dpes thai — In & seiting that
looks like democracy in education nm

The students flter in, waaally in groups,
al various times during the moming. They
mill around, smoking and talking. Some of
them setile down fo what student teacher
Cosmie Knight, in a repori she was doing
far the University of Arizona, called *men-
tation and mobilization."

Then students group together with
teachers (o whom they have been as
signed. The 45-plus shudents are divided

Tidwell, Thomas Anderson, Linda
K and Susan Breithari, who han-
dles students with diagnosed leamdng diss-
bilities.

Their “'class" m:EBEklnvuw: sitting
around cn chairs and taps with Ander.
som, discussing a play they hope 1 write —
and later watching actors from Matrix, a
drug abuse , improvise a dramsa. It
mlr.ﬁu ke stained glazs with Ms.
Breithari, or silf

? om the grass with Ms
Enighi and John Casciato, the aide, read-

ing poetry and sharing poelry the students
have written.

On another day a group might watch a
[9ls-vintage film on drug abuse called
“The Yiper Pit"™ Most are street-wise

to know the plot {a high achool
athiete who gets ed on heroln afer
!-ﬂ'l_ﬂhﬂt a marijuana cigarelie) and jeer
HA|

Al the accommodation program they
don’i have to be polite, They can jeer, cus
and argue with the teacher withoual getting
imld trowble

Buf | can't get by with violence or
any Iﬂml:]?lt.

Tidwell's philosophy is sirictly human-
ist and non-violent. “I"ve never seen any
mme {rom punishment (n ary form,”

*The violence in our culture is phenom-
enal,” he said. "Football is our most mas-
sive spart. Child abuse, parboulardy fa-
thers to daughters, is widespread,

“I'm going (o be ¢riticized, | know, but
I canm'l under.mnd what the bell schools
are doing
Tt sl 'lhlm wi have enough encourage-
ment to do violence. ™

The kids Tidwell deals with are no
strangers o vialence. Last year, a student
spend most of & moming pacing outside the
hllldlng.ﬁhlbfbeh sired had died ina

mm ﬁ m-nh:f vowed, T uw
(kill} hism. He killed my baby.”

Another youth and his friends ran a
“protection racket,” extorling money
from elderly South Side residents,

1 was asked once how 1 felt when stu-

dents came in here and said WerE
o kill somebody. | sald if 1 let it
me every tme | heard that, 1'd be
in an institufion mysell,”

50 what has 'I'IIhEIJ done for the l:tl.l.-

—_——
|

moeney on sports Hie

dents? Until tmr spring, only four have
graduated — two last year and two
year before.

For some, time and counseéling has
meant & return to their regular H;h
school, a Gemeral Equivelency
mmlmm in & jobe training program. the
Army, or just a job and an from a
hsuu:-dvmulﬂmm. - who

te accommioda
mgmmrece{ven regular Mecradil di_:in'r.:'

T-:mrIl:r. Tidwell admitied, Is very sub-
]

ective, He said, however, that it is no dif-
erent from llﬂ! any other mhuul
The teaching !t-l mtnmg -_—
dividually or in sm:ﬂl = in ﬂ'hl-l‘.hﬂ-

matics and other basic skills. Gorden
Palmer, a mon-pald volutesr who is a cer-
tified malhematics teacher, sald what he
teaches “is basic remedial math, some-
thing like you gel in freshman classes at
the University of Arizons. "

- Snml:k:t:nmmﬂﬂw
enits courses at
youth has a-full freshman load) I?Iﬂ.gﬂ'i

are enrolled in irade schools,

!{;Imdﬂumﬂmtu The li-
ks like & cross between a dis
urdtd texthook warehoude snd & used pa.
perback bookstore. There are al
newspapers and newsmagazines.

trick, Tidwell said, is just getting the stu-
dents inleresied in ng.

“Its the same hére as any library —
the books they like are the ones they
steal,” e sakl. “The books that stay om
ihe shelves aren'l dodng amy good."

Now that the school is gaining some re-
tability, Tidwell has b ns.
#'d lke io see an $50,000 addition bailt
and anofher teacher (preferably & science
teacher) hired, The tion would have (o
be part of & future band L. The re-
est for another teacher 5 in the tenta-
live t, but TUSD faces an §8 to §10
million deficit pexi ?nur unbess the board
culs the district staff,

There |5 always a student walting list,
umdl last year Tidwell was told to let the
enrollment to T3, However, i Jan-
vary, when the student body numbered
clese to 60, the word came down to cut
baek by attrition (the school has a 30 per.
cent dropoul rate) to 40 students,

effort

The reason was a beli-tightening
because of a near-mill llar deficit in
the curreat TUSD budget. Tidwell consid-
ers the move false economy,

“If these kids aren't in school here

ram stu-

ng:dlh! - Ml: day (im . liﬂ}
" strict loses $10 & state
every day one of these st lsn't in

schaool,

“Besides, when they're on the stresis
lhqllﬂ&pnl.ﬂlul"?ullce judges and proba-

tien oificers bugy.

TUSD officials are basically sapportive
but uncertain what Mﬂhaiﬂhm
program in the future,

“It gets back to what |s of the
public schools — I'm ol sure much of
thi% kind of intensive counseling we should-
be doing," said school boa -I:h.lrmn.l

Eva Bacal.

“It"s certalnly a ki riority
but 1 dom't want it 1 il"l le!i
Charles F. Grubbs,
perintendent. :

"The reason for the '§ SUCCERES
is i3 small gize. To expand it too much
-n-]:l destroy it.”
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