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Motorcyclist  
killed in crash

A 53-year-old motorcyclist was 
killed in a crash Saturday after-
noon as a rode down the Catalina 
Highway, authorities say.

Jorge Marcano was driving 
down the highway to Mount 

Lemmon about 12:30 p.m. when 
the rear wheel of the motorcycle 
began to lose traction, the Pima 
County Sheriff’s Department said 
in a news release.

“Witness and friends tell dep-
uties, the motorcycle flipped and 
the rider was ejected and landed 
on the roadway,” the release said.

Marcano, who was wearing a 
helmet, died at the crash scene.

No injures in hot  
air balloon crash

A hot air balloon crashed into a 
building Sunday in Marana, au-
thorities said.

The crash occurred about 
7:40 a.m. into a newly built build-
ing at the northwest corner of 
Tangerine Farms Road and Clark 
Farms Boulevard, Marana police 
said on Facebook.

After striking the vacant build-
ing, the hot air balloon landed in a 
nearby field.

None of the seven occupants, in-
cluding the pilot, who were in the 
balloon’s basket during the crash 
was seriously injured, police said.

The crash was reported to the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
and National Transportation 
Safety Board, the post said.

— Arizona Daily Star

LAW & ORDER

designating “Antifa” as a “do-
mestic terrorist organization.” 
The second asserted that polit-
ical violence was not the result 
of individuals acting out, but “a 
culmination of sophisticated, 
organized campaigns of targeted 
intimidation, radicalization, 
threats, and violence.”

“The United States requires a 
national strategy to investigate 
and disrupt networks, entities, 
and organizations that foment 
political violence so that law 
enforcement can intervene in 
criminal conspiracies before 
they result in violent political 
acts,” the Sept. 25 directive says. 

When asked about protests 
against ICE, some of which have 
turned violent, Deputy Chief of 
Staff Stephen Miller called them 
“riotous assemblies” and said, 
“This is organized domestic ter-
rorism.”

Labeling dissenters as “ter-
rorists,” is one of the basics of 
authoritarianism, employed 
from Putin’s Russia to Erdogan’s 
Turkey to Bukele’s El Salvador. 

Here, it couldn’t be more 
obvious what they are trying 
to set up: A legal justification 
for cracking down on protests 
against ICE, immigration op-
erations, and the federal gov-
ernment in general. It appears 
Serafini got caught in that. And 
he’s just the one with the cour-
age to speak out — who knows 
how many more the feds have 

targeted and scared into silence.

ICE actions cause protest
You can see how their framing 

works in a reaction that ICE pro-
vided to a later Tucson protest at 
their offices here. At the time of 
that September protest, organizer 
Bennett Burke explained it, in 
part, by saying masked ICE agents 
have been “violating the require-
ment for judicial warrants, and 
using other unlawful, unconstitu-
tional, and deceptive tactics that 
are tantamount to kidnapping.”

In a response obtained by 
KVOA Channel 4, an ICE spokes-
person said, “Masks are worn for 
safety, not secrecy, as ICE officers 
and their families face increasing 
threats and assaults, which have 
risen by over 1,000% since last 
year due to dangerous rhetoric 
and demonization, like those 
made by the vigil spokesperson.”

When they criticize rhetoric 
about ICE as “dangerous” and 
“demonization,” they’re not just 
trying to shut down criticism of 
the government — a cornerstone 
of the American system — but 
they’re also demanding that you 
ignore why people are actually 
protesting them. People are angry 
at ICE because of to its actions, 
not due to rhetoric about its ac-
tions. Things like:

 Arresting and detaining at 
least 170 U.S. citizens, in part due 
to the permission granted by the 
U.S. Supreme Court to racially 
profile Hispanics

 Shooting two different pas-
tors, one in California and the 
other in Illinois, in the head with 

pepper balls or similar projectiles, 
while the pastors were peacefully 
protesting

 Shattering numerous car 
windows, tackling students and 
using violence on a day-to-day 
basis against detainees, protesters 
and witnesses to such an extent 
that a federal judge in Chicago or-
dered them to stop using tear gas 
and specified violent tactics.

In other words, ICE has earned 
every bit of protest it has received 
by its own agents’ actions. And 
its future is even more ominous 
and protest-worthy: The agency 
is hiring fast, reducing the time in 
academy to around eight weeks as 
they try to bring on 10,000 new 
agents authorized by the One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act. Some recruits 
have shown up at the academy 
without being fully vetted first, 
NBC reported. 

It’s only natural that many 
Americans would react with re-
vulsion to the sight of masked 
bullies terrorizing people 
throughout the country. The fact 
that the FBI and other agencies 
are trying to turn people who 
protest this into criminal conspir-
ators seems almost ridiculous.

“What a waste of their time to 
go after (stuff) that doesn’t exist,” 
Serafini said of the FBI effort to 
find a puppet master behind his 
protest.

Except it’s having an impact.
The visit to Serafini’s house 

was the day before the Oct. 18 No 
Kings protests. He had planned 
to attend, but after the visit, he 
opted not to. FBI intimidation 
worked.

said. But he said the rule-mak-
ing process — and a study by a 
committee named by Horne’s 
department — would propose 
revising language “that’s no lon-
ger aligned with current federal 
directives.”

Arizona’s standards are not 
unique to the state.

The state board here adopted 
what are known as InTASC stan-
dards in 2011. That’s short for the 
Interstate Teachers Assignment 
and Support Consortium, whose 
standards are used to guide ed-
ucation and professional devel-
opment for teachers across the 
country.

In essence, the standards are 
meant to make sure teachers have 
the knowledge and ability to en-
sure all students can learn.

Bailey told board members the 
2011 revisions to InTASC adopted 
by the Arizona board included 
some key revisions, including em-
phasis on personalized learning, 
integration of 21st century skills 
and “support for diverse student 
needs.”

‘Solution in search  
of a problem’? 

He said he and other Arizona 
Department of Education em-
ployees have since met with the 
deans at the colleges of educa-
tion at the three state universi-
ties.

“All university deans agreed 
that the teaching standards that 
they teach do not align with 
federal mandates and need ad-
justment,” Bailey said.

The universities must align 
their standards for preparing 
new teachers with the rules of 
the state Board of Education, 
the ones Horne wants to change.

Not everyone on the state 
board is convinced they need to 
rush to comply with what Horne 
sees as a risk to state funding.

“I just want to make sure that 
we’re not a solution in search of 
a problem,” said Daniel Coor, 
president of Arizona Western 
College, who sits on the state 
Board of Education.

Bailey said that’s not the case.
“We’ve got evidence that our 

universities, two of them, have 
already been challenged by the 
federal government, that are 

concerned with their course 
curriculum,” he said, not spec-
ifying which two.

He also pointed to a “Dear 
Colleague” letter that went 
out in February to all state ed-
ucation agencies from Craig 
Trainor, acting assistant secre-
tary for civil rights in the U.S. 
Department of Education, de-
tailing how his office is inter-
preting the law to make it illegal 
to use race in making any deci-
sions.

Trainor wrote that there are 
“insidious” ways DEI programs 
keep students from fully par-
ticipating in school life. “The 
(Education) Department will 
no longer tolerate the overt and 
covert racial discrimination 
that has become widespread in 
this nation’s educational insti-
tutions,” he wrote.

There was also an April re-
quest from the feds for the state 
to certify it is not using DEI, 
with a reminder of financial 
penalties for failure to comply.

Horne bashes  
‘woke philosophies’

In an interview with Capitol 

Media Services, Horne said some 
of what’s in the rules needs to go 
— regardless of the possible loss 
of federal dollars.

Horne pointed to the one that 
says teachers should respect “cul-
tural backgrounds and differing 
perspectives learners bring to the 
learning environment,” which he 
called unnecessary. 

“They’re teaching academics,” 
he said. “And all kids, as individ-
uals, can learn academics.”

The problem for Horne is how 
that guideline is interpreted and 
put into effect.

“When they are culturally sen-
sitive, they dumb down the re-
quirements for the minority kids,” 
he contended. “Minority kids can 
learn just as well as other kids. 
And you don’t need to treat them 
differently.”

Asked what’s wrong with en-
suring that teachers “actively and 
equitably engage learners,” Horne 
responded that at one time, “eq-
uitable” was a positive word. “It 
meant ‘fair,’ “ he said.

“Now, with the ‘woke’ philos-
ophies, ‘equity’ no longer means 
‘fair,’ it means ‘equal results by 
race,’ “ Horne said. “And if you 
have equal results by race, you’re 

rewarding people for what race 
they belong to rather than what 
they’ve accomplished individu-
ally.”

Monday’s vote puts off until 
December for the board to decide 
whether to start the process of 
reviewing the rules, and not just 
the ones Bailey cited during the 
meeting.

Kathleen Weibke, a public-at-
large member of the board, said 
she understood Horne’s desire to 
move forward immediately, but 
she wasn’t ready. 

“I do think there are a lot of 
questions,” Weibke said. “And 
what I don’t want to do is start 
working on these standards and 
then have them changed again.”

Horne acknowledged he has no 
idea when the U.S. Department 
of Education will come back and 
start demanding proof that all 
traces of DEI have been wiped 
from any regulations or policies.

Howard Fischer is a veteran 
journalist who has been reporting 
since 1970 and covering state 
politics and the Legislature since 
1982. Follow him on X, Bluesky and 
Threads at @azcapmedia or email 
azcapmedia@gmail.com.
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several civil rights investiga-
tions led by the U.S. Department 

of Justice.
Several national outlets re-

ported that the New College of 
Florida would sign the higher 
education compact, which would 
make it the first to do so. The 

university was not included in 
the initial nine invited to join the 
agreement.

The New College of Florida’s 
board of trustees was overhauled 
by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis 

in 2023 and includes conserva-
tive activist Christopher Rufo. 
Rufo has led a movement against 
diversity, equity and inclusion ini-
tiatives, particularly in education.

Northern Arizona University, 

the remaining member of Arizo-
na’s public university system, has 
not been asked to sign or review 
the White House’s compact, ac-
cording to spokesperson Kimberly 
Ott.
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Former U.S. Sen. Kyrsten 
Sinema had a bleak warning for 
Chandler: Build a data center or 
have it forced upon you.

Sinema said she and her orga-
nization, the AI Infrastructure 
Coalition, are preparing for “AI 
American dominance” as they 
work “hand in glove” with the 
Trump Administration amidst 
new priorities.

She spoke at a Planning and 
Zoning Commission meeting, 
during which New York-based 
developer Active Infrastructure 
proposed the data center and 
tech park project, called the Price 
Road Innovation Campus.

“Chandler right now has the 
opportunity to determine how 
and when these new innovative 
AI data centers will be built,” 
Sinema said.

The proposed data center 
would take over a 40-acre lot 
in the South Price Road Corri-
dor. The lot currently houses 
a 369,000-square-foot build-
ing, which has sat vacant for six 
years.

The new data center has one 
stark difference from the other 10 
along the Corridor. If approved by 
the City Council, it would be the 
first AI data center, which focuses 
more on the intense processing 

demands of ma-
chine learning 
and AI models.

Sinema’s com-
ments came after 
President Donald 
Trump signed 
multiple execu-
tive orders aimed 
at accelerating 

data center construction.
“Earlier this year, the AI Ac-

tion Plan set out by the Trump 
Administration says very clearly 
that we must continue to pro-
liferate AI and AI data centers 
throughout the country,” Sinema 
said. “Federal preemption is 
coming.”

The proposed site plan in-
cludes the data center and five 
office buildings ranging from 
43,000 square feet to about 
71,000 square feet. The data 
center is expected to be the larg-
est building on the 40-acre site 
at 422,000 square feet. It lines 
the western side of the lot.

The vacant 369,000-square-
foot building currently on the 
site will be demolished in six 
months of City Council approval.

No tenants for the other build-
ings have been identified, but the 
developer proposed a tech hub 
alongside the data center. City 
staff worried that these buildings 
would not be filled.

Sinema pushes AI data 
center in Chandler

Sinema


